PAKISTAN ELECTRONIC MEDIA  PEMRA Headquarters,

Mauve Area,

REGULATORY AUTHORITY G8/11
-8/1, Islamabad.
ISLAMABAD Tel: 051-9107128
F No. 3(07)/2022/0PS-BM/ 54 ‘t 7 Islamabad, the October 17, 2024

All Satellite TV Channel Licensees
(News and Current Affairs & Regional Language Channels)

Subject: DIRECTIVES — REPORTING OF UNVERIFIED AND FAKE NEWS

Reference: a letter received from Home Department, Government of the
Punjab regarding media propagation of fake news with regards to an incident of alleged

“rape”. Moreover, a FIR No. 165/2024 has also been registered by the Government of Punjab

(1) No content is aired which;

(h) is likely to incite, aid, abet, glamorize or justify violence, commission of
any crime, terror or leads to serious public disorder;

(i) is known to be false; or there exist sufficient reasons to believe that the
same may be false beyond a reasonable doubt;

(k) amounts to intimidation, blackmail or false incrimination of any person;
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4. News and current affairs programmes:- The licensee shall ensure that:-

(1) News, current affairs or documentary programmes shall present
information in an accurate and fair manner.

(7) In talk shows or other similar programmes, the licensee and its
employeesshall ensure that:-

(a) information being provided is not false, distorted, or misleading
andrelevant facts are not suppressed for commercial, institutional or
otherspecial interests;

(b) the programme is conducted in an objective and unbiased manner,

by a guest g

anydeceptive or misleading mode or manner to portray any material
asevidence of wrongdoing or that which is otherwise not evidence at all.

24. Standards of behavior:- (1) This Code presents the standards to be
complied with by all the licensee and it shall always be the sole responsibility
of the licensee to ensure the content aired by it is in compliance with the Code
of Conduct.

(2) This Code represents an affirmative declaration of understanding and
compliance with basic values and objectives that licensees, including its
employees and officials shall adhere to, and these shall be observed in letter
and spirit.”

3. Foregoing in view, all the satellite TV channel licensees are hereby directed,

to strictly comply with the above referred provisions of PEMRA lawsand sensitize their

Editorial Boards as well as its employees/staff/gueststo str@ ewa)te’m rkly



PEMRA laws. TV channel licensees are directed to refrain from media propagation of false
news with respect to alleged “rape case” which has the potential to incite or abet violence
thus leading to public disorder. In view of above, as per letter of the Government of
Punjab, there are sufficient evidences that such allegations are false beyond reasonable
doubt. Therefore, all the Satellite TV licensees are hereby directed to stop propagation of

such fake news and resultant protests thereof.

4. In case of any violation of Electronic Media (Programmes and
Advertisements) Code of Conduct-2015, PEMRA Act and Rules and Regulations, strict

action against the satellite TV channel licensee shall be initiated.

8 This issues with approval of the Chairman, PEMRA.
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